2004 International Robert Graves Conference
in Paris

With a direct view over the treetops of the Esplanade des Invalides to the Eiffel
Tower, the Paris location of the Sixth International Robert Graves Conference
was hard to beat, and the conference itself was generally rated as a real success.

‘Robert Graves and the Experience of War” was the theme of the confer-
ence, held by the Robert Graves Society and the St John’s College, Oxford,
Robert Graves Trust from 6-10 July 2004. It was hosted by the British Council,
France, and the University of London Institute in Paris, in their elegant early
nineteenth century mansion in the Faubourg Saint-Germain district.

The conference theme was eloquently established in the opening key address,
‘The Great War and Graves’s Memory’, by Nicholas (D. N. G.) Carter (Uni-
versity of Trieste), author of what many regard as the finest study of Graves’s
poetic cuvre, Robert Graves: The Lasting Poetic Achievement (Macmillan,
1989). The primacy of the poetry was affirmed in his moving meditation on the
theme of time and the place of war in Graves’s life and work, evoked through
luminous interpretations of, in particular, ‘The Last Day of Leave’ and ‘Recall-
ing War’.

Three further key addresses included ‘The Literary Ramifications of the
Great War on Robert Graves: Good-bye to What Still Goes On’, by the found-
ing president of the Robert Graves Society, Patrick Quinn (Worcester Poly-
technic Institute, Worcester, Mass.); ‘Poetry and Experience in the Great War’,
by Dominic Hibberd, author of Wilfred Owen: A New Biography (Weidenfeld
and Nicolson, 2002); and ‘The Eagle of the Twentieth’: The Experience of War
in I, Claudius and Count Belisarius’, by Colin Wells (Trinity University, San
Antonio, Texas).

In a “first’ for a Robert Graves conference, a live videoconference link
with the USA, organised and sponsored by the British Council and Illinois
State University, enabled the Society’s Vice-President for the Americas, John
Woodrow Presley (Illinois State University), to give a special talk on The An-
ger of Achilles; other special talks were ‘Actuality and Imagination: The Poet
as Eye-Witness’, by Helen McPhail (Wilfred Owen and War Poets Association),
a foretaste of the Somme (see below), and ‘Artistic Truth and Good-bye to All
That’, by Richard Perceval Graves, one of the biographers of Robert Graves.

There were also special presentations on the Fundacio Robert Graves,
Mallorca, by William Graves; the Robert Graves Diary Project, by Elizabeth
Grove-White and Chris Petter (University of Victoria, British Columbia,
Canada); and the Robert Graves Trust website, by Ian Firla (St John’s College
Robert Graves Trust).

A highlight of the conference was a day in the Somme, authoritatively guided






